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It has been my pleasure to be Assistant 
Governor for the Rotary Club of North 
Hobart for the last two years. The club has 

great camaraderie and friendships, and I have 
enjoyed going to meetings and enjoying the 
company but also learning about the many 
projects they are involved in. The club is to be 
congratulated for the diverse and meaningful 
ways they support their local community as 
well as the international community. 

President Ros has brought her own energy 
to the club this year with her strong Rotary 
knowledge and her commitment to this year’s 
theme ‘Rotary Connects the World’. Under 
her leadership the connections the club has 
to their local and international communities 

Assistant Governor’s Report
has certainly been strengthened. Her strong 
organisational skills have been instrumental in 
the successful running of the many events the 
club has undertaken, including the successful 
Group 3 Forum in October.  

I thank the members for their commitment and 
service to all the projects they are involved in 
that enhance the lives of so many in need.

Thank you also for 
extending your friend-
ship to me over the last 
two years and making 
me feel so welcome.

Biddy Fisk
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President’s Report
“Whatever you can do, or dream you can do, begin it.
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it.” 
                                                            – Goethe 

I am immensely proud to be a Rotarian. This past year, 
leading a club as vibrant as the Rotary Club of North 
Hobart, has been a time of excitement and fulfilment. I 

would like to thank each member for building a welcoming 
club where members know, trust and protect each other.  

My dedication to Rotary would not be possible without 
the support of my husband Ralph, who grew up in a 
Rotary household, and my caring Rotary colleagues on 
the District Leadership Team and in our neighbouring 
Rotary and Rotaract clubs. You all inspire me and keep me 
accountable. 

Immediately before I took up office, I attended the Rotary 
Convention in Hamburg. There I had the opportunity to 
meet RI President Mark Daniel Maloney. He commissioned 
his incoming presidents to lead in such a way that all Rotary 
clubs worked to unite their communities and connect 
people in the spirit of service and peace. He insisted 
that we enable our members to feel free to create family 
friendly Rotary experiences with the focus on imaginative 
solutions.

I hope that you have enjoyed 2019–20 and have had the 
opportunity to do as much as you wished by way of Rotary 
service. Rotary North Hobart is a haven for those with a 
heart for service and justice.

Thank you to those who served on the board and who 
contributed to the deliberations of our committees. I am 
grateful to those who volunteered outside of their primary 
committee responsibility and supported club and district 
events with time, expertise, financial contributions and 
warm hospitality. I acknowledge those who stepped aside 
from their favourite job to let someone else take a turn. 
Your patience and team spirit are appreciated.  I shall long 
remember the smiles and the laughs and the jokes and 
words of encouragement you shared.

Rotary demands commitment of its members but it offers 
many rewards and opportunities in return.  Together, we 
can turn hopes, ideas and dreams into plans.  

We will not be distracted from our purpose to do good 
in the world, not even by a pandemic. It is our duty, as 
People of Action, to promote and model peace, goodwill, 
understanding and collaboration.

Individually, we cannot provide clean water for all, we 
cannot eliminate hunger or eradicate polio or malaria. But 
together, as Rotarians, of course we can.
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Club Service

Director:  David Emmett

Committee:  Tanya Dargaville, Rex Maddock, Chris Bayes

As Director of Club Service Committee, I would like to thank committee members Tanya Dargaville, 
Rex Maddock, and former member Chris Bayes for their contributions, efforts and ideas through 
what has been quite a challenging 2019–20 Rotary Club of North Hobart year. Members and 

guests have met at the Black Buffalo Hotel on Tuesday evenings until COVID19 shutdown. The club has 
welcomed two new members. Congratulations and thank you for your input and contributions, Julian 
Type and Peter O’Brien.

The Club Services Committee wishes to express our heartfelt appreciation of the sheer hard work and 
enthusiasm of 2019–20 president, Roslyn Teirney. 

The major event which our committee organised was an Afternoon Tea at the home of Tanya and Peter.  
Once again, this was a most enjoyable and profitable event and we are grateful for the opportunity to 
raise funds for The Smith Family. David Emmett
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Director – Brian Claridge

Members – Heather Emmett, Tippy Jaroenrit, Hellen Chambers

Social Events:
• Shared meal at home of PRID John Thorne on the occasion of his and 

Shirley’s 59th wedding anniversary.
• Meeting on board the Windeward Bound with Rotary Club Bellerive.
• Joint meeting, Rotaract and Rotary Club Sandy Bay (for World Rotaract 

Week).
• An enjoyable exchange 

with Toastmasters.
• BBQ at incoming 

president Brian’s shack at 
Runnymede.

Open Night:
• High profile speaker.  
• Meeting well attended.
• Thanks to Seniors Week for 

extra publicity.

Family of Rotary:
• Thanks to Heather for her home-made cards.  
• Former members who all paid visits – Andy Wilson, Alopi Latukefu, Tony Moore and Michael Fintor.

Brian Claridge

Membership
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Community Service
Director – Jim Colley
Assistant Chair – Tony Thompson
Members – Ian Geard, Derek Chambers, Robin Cooper

1. North Hobart Hot August Jazz festival – Grant of $2147 for publicity plus Ros, 
Geoffrey and Tippy assisted with entry to the Republic Bar

2. Bunnings Barbecue – This was the main fundraiser for the club. At the beginning 
of the year we sold sausages at the Bunnings Mornington site on every third 
Sunday of each month, but this was changed after the end of the year to every third Thursday each 
month. The activity was suspended in March due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many thanks to Hellen 
for all her liaison work with Bunnings to ensure the continued success of the project.

3. Music for Dementia Headsets – Initially managed 
by Murray and Jill, we supplied specially adapted 
headsets to the Roy Fagan Centre to assist with the 
well-being of clients. The project is currently being 
managed by Jill.

4. Money Spinner – The club’s Money Spinner coin 
donation collection device is on loan to the Windeward 
Bound Trust and is being used to collect donations for 
the restoration of the Mistral wooden boat at Hobart 
docks.

5. Caroline House – Heather has been collecting articles 
of clothing for delivery to the residents of Caroline 
House. This is an ongoing project.

6. Bethlehem House – Fifty pairs of Rotary socks were delivered by Tony as a gift at Christmas. Brian has 
produced 18 potted plants for delivery when COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

7. Smith Family – The club donated $350 comprising cash, toys and books which at Christmas time were 
delivered by Tony to Turnbull Funerals.

8. Carols by Candlelight – Hamburgers and sausages were sold at Ogilvie High School at the Christmas 
function of New Town Community Association.

9. During the lock-down the Board accepted the opportunity to manage a RAWCS Benevolent Grant 
which enabled the Migrant Resource Centre to deliver culturally appropriate food boxes. The project 
was managed by PRID John Thorne, supported by Suze Lord and Julian Type.

Jim Colley
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Director:  David Clinch

Members:  Murray Coates, Suze Lord, Nina Huang, Julian Type.

In 2019–20 relationships were strengthened with Sacred Heart College and Campbell Street Primary 
School. Both schools received donations of textbooks from us and at Campbell Street we reinstated 
the Florence Clinch Literacy Award and organised a Food Plant Solutions gardening workshop with the 

help of a district grant of $1200 from The Rotary Foundation.

Nina Huang attended the Youth Forum and former member Tony Moore still serves on the RYPEN 
committee. Thank you to the volunteers who gave their time to manage RYDA and Creating my Career.

Our meeting on board the Windeward Bound was very enjoyable. A donation of $1000 was made to the 
Windeward Bound Foundation for their Youth Challenge.

We joined with other clubs to support Waqas Durrani to attend 
the RYLA zone training and an Elizabeth College student to attend 
NYSF.

We celebrated World Rotaract Week when Australian Rotaractor of 
the Year Holly Corbett was our guest speaker.

We were pleased to present a Pride of Workmanship award to Peter 
and Margaret Anning of A and J Printers.

It has been my privilege to serve as a director of Youth and 
Vocational service and I wish my successor Julian Type all the best.

David Clinch

Youth and Vocational
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A club’s public image is every member’s business. However, 
having a specific public image committee that protects 
and enhances our club’s public image has demonstrated 

to be vital for our club. For the first time in the last ten years, our 
club has increased club visibility among the Rotary district family 
and in the North Hobart area too. Our alliance with Seniors Week, Science Week, and the Tasmanian 
Association for the Gifted Conference are some of the efforts to raise club visibility.

Two editions of Rotary Down Under this year highlighted the Rotary leadership 
of projects led by Rotary Club North Hobart members. PRID John Thorne’s 
literacy guest editorial followed on from his presentation at the Hamburg 
Convention and PP Jenny Kerrison‘s profile was part of a major feature on 
Rotarians Against Malaria.

Our Music for Dementia project was talked about on ABC radio during 
Dementia Week when Helen Shield interviewed President Ros. Joel 
Rheinberger later focused on Malaria in the Medical Matters segment of 
Weekends before Jenny set off to West Timor. 

Another article was on the day of the International Women’s Day event when 
Jenny was profiled in The Mercury's Weekender supplement. 

Undoubtedly, a major event that provided a significant opportunity for 
increasing our club’s visibility was the International Women’s Day held at Turnbull Funerals. The event 
was held to raise funds for malaria elimination, and women and babies in West Timor. We were fortunate 
to receive generous support from Turnbull and White Lady Funerals for the superb venue, professional 
services, food and refreshments. The sponsorship was made possible through our club member Peter 
O’Brien, Manager, Turnbull Funerals. We also thank Peter for arranging sponsorship from Focal Print in 
North Hobart for 100 posters to promote the International Women's Day reception. 

The final project for the year, carried out during the COVID-19 lockdown, was the scripting and production 
of a two-minute video to promote the club. Created to the specifications of the Zone 8 Public Image 
Contest, it explored how our club demonstrated that Rotary Connects the World and that Rotarians are 
“People of Action”. Jenny Kerrison

Public Image
Director – Jenny Kerrison

Members – Jill Savell, Denis Savell, Peter O’Brien, Roslyn Teirney
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International Service
Director – Howie Oh

Members – John Thorne, Chris Webster, Geoffrey Wood, Velja Urosevic

This committee supported a number of 
International Rotary Projects during the 
year totalling $3000 from our annual 

budget as well as $8200 from funds raised 
through special fund raisers and support from 
other Rotary clubs and District Matching Grants.

Donations made directly from this year’s club 
budget were:

• $500 – Umoja Orphanage in Kenya established 
by Rotarian Cathy Booth from Bundaberg. It is 
a non-profit organisation, which is helping to 
give orphans and vulnerable children in Kenya 
a second chance at life. Their objective is to 
empower children and communities to break 
the cycle of poverty through a holistic care 
approach.

• $1000 – Supporting an African University 
student through BCC Africa.

• $500 – AYUI Foundation in Chiang Rai, Thailand 
which provides hostel accommodation and 
supports education specifically for hill tribe 
adolescents.

• $500 – Interplast- a project which involves 
sending teams of medical personnel to 
provide life-changing surgery and training in 
the Asia Pacific region.

• $500 – to Food Plant Solutions with a request 
to direct the donation towards the AOG World 
Relief School Gardens program in Vietnam.

Other International Rotary projects this 
committee supported were:

• $5250 – Bhutan Clean Water Project – Supply 
and Installation of a water filtration system 
targeting a rural school in Bhutan. The project 
was coordinated by PRID John Thorne. RCNH 
initially committed $2000 in 2018–19 and PRID 
John Thorne organised contributions from 
five other Rotary clubs of $250 each which 
enabled a $2000 District matching grant. A 
big thank you to John.

• $2000 – Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) 
which is a RAWCS activity with PP Jenny 
Kerrison as the Project Manager. The donation 
amount was the net proceeds of a fund 
raiser (International Women’s Day cocktail) 
initiated by President Ros Teirney and actively 
supported and promoted by the Public Image 
Committee.

• $1000 – to Rotary Foundation towards the 
End Polio Now project. 

Thank you to all International Committee 
members for your enthusiasm and support 
throughout the year.

Howie Oh
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Fun • Fellowship • Fulfilment
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Significant Service

Rex Wilson, OAM

Shirley and John Thorne, major donors

Jill Savell, Paul Harris Fellow

Ralph Teirney, Paul Harris Fellow

Pictured right: Tony Moore, Paul Harris Fellow
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Family Friendly



2019 2 July Changeover from David Emmett to Roslyn Teirney

 9 July Izabella Spizick – RYLA report

 16 July Cathy Booth - Umoja Orphanage, Kenya 

 23 July Christine Bailey and Kaye Payne – Hot August Jazz

	 30	July	 District	Governor's	Official	Visit

 6 August Committees

 13 August Deborah Beswick and Diana Nahodil – Science Week

 14 August Ralph Teirney – Brain Break – Science Week

 20 August Jo Matthews – Music and Dementia

 27 August PDG Una Hobday – Food Plant Solutions 

 3 September Committees

 10 September Lucy Knott – Hobart-Balibo Proposed Sister Cities

 17 September Sandra Halliwell – New Town Community Organisation 

 20 September Ride Like a Girl – Movie night for End Polio

 24 September John Kelly – State Cinema History

 1 October Committees

 6 October Afternoon Tea at the Glebe to raise funds for The Smith Family

 8 October Tom Teniswood – Peace Poles

 15 October Larissa Bartlett – Mindfulness – Open Night/Seniors Week

 22 October Commander Bob Curtis – Leadership – Group 3 Forum

 29 October Ogilvie High School team – MUNA nationals report

 5 November Merv Reed – End Polio Now

	 12	November	 Legacy	Family	Night	to	honour	Veterans

 19 November Club Forum in presence of AG Biddy Fisk

 20 November Alopi Latukefu at the Wrest Point Showroom

 26 November Karen Badcock – Interplast

 3 December Committees

 10 December Lesley Mackay – The Smith Family

 17 December Christmas Dinner

2020 7 January Shared Meal at John and Shirley Thorne's home

	 14	January	 Joint	meeting	with	Rotary	Club	Bellerive	–	STV	Windeward Bound

 21 January Committees

 28 January Julian Type – Behind the Badge

 4 February Ann Harvey – Lifeblood – Australian Red Cross

 11 February Stephanie Kirkman Meikle – Bethlehem House

 18 February Ed Benyon – Mt Stuart Scouts

 25 February Tony Steven and Neil Spark – Toastmasters

 1 March BBQ and Bushwalk at Mt Phipps, Runnymede

 3 March Committees

 7 March International Women's Day Reception

 10 March Joint meeting with Rotary Club Sandy Bay – World Rotaract Week 

 16 June Social Night – First back after lockdown

 23 June Marion Cooper – The Rotary Foundation

 30 June Changeover from Roslyn Teirney to Brian Claridge

Guest Speakers • Special Events



Rotary’s Vision
Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – 
across the globe, in our communities and in ourselves.
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