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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY

The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as the basis for worthy enterprise
and in particular to encourage and foster:
First:

The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service.

Second: High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all
useful occupations; and the dignifying by each Rotarian of their occupation as an opportunity to serve
society.
Third: The application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to their personal, business and
community life.
Fourth: The advancement of international understanding, good will, and peace throughout a world
fellowship of business and professional people united in the ideal of service.

THE FOUR WAY TEST
Of the things WE think, say or do
1. Is it the TRUTH ?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned ?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS ?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned ?
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Printed 2017
This publication continues 30 Years of Service and Fellowship, 1961 –
1992.

Edited by John Thorne

History of the Rotary Club of North Hobart 1992/3 – 2003/4. Edited by Ian
Barton and David Clinch.
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Forward
This publication updates two previous publications:

30 Years of Service and Fellowship, 1961 – 1992.

Edited by John Thorne

History of the Rotary Club of North Hobart 1992/3 – 2003/4.
Edited by Ian Barton and David Clinch.

It seeks to present significant activity over the period 2004 to 2016.
The period has seen a revitalisation of the club with several new members now
making important contributions.
The support of Derek and Hellen Chambers has been particularly significant in
making their home, Lyndhurst, available for several very successful events.

The deaths of 6 long serving stalwarts: Terry Proctor, Frank Clinch, John
Cogan, Doug Williams, George Brothers and Murray Yaxley were all sad
occasions and their absence continues to be greatly missed.

The resignations of Rex Wilson, Rod Batchelor and Wally Mainsbridge was
also keenly felt. All had a long associations with club. It is pleasing to note that
Rex and Rod now continue with the club as honorary members.

Editor
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Group photos

2004
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Office Bearers 2004/5 to 2015/6
President

Secretary

Treasurer

2004/5

Michael Fintor

David Clinch

Murray Yaxley

2005/6

Rick McAllister

Ian Barton

Murray Yaxley

2006/7

Howie Oh

Rick McAllister

Murray Yaxley

2007/8

Derek Chambers

David Clinch

Murray Yaxley

2008/9

Geoffrey Wood

Rick McAllister

Murray Yaxley

2009/10

Chris Webster

Rick McAllister

Murray Yaxley

2010/11

Hellen Chambers

Rick McAllister

Murray Yaxley

2011/12

Robin Cooper

Hellen Chambers

Murray Yaxley
John Thorne

2012/13

Ruth Brown

Hellen Chambers

John Thorne

2013/14

Velja Urosevic

Hellen Chambers

John Thorne

2014/15

Derek Chambers

Heather Emmett

Howie Oh

2015/16

Tony Moore

Heather Emmett

Howie Oh
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Members 2004 to 2016
Barisic, Liz

2011 to present

Barton, Ian *

1987 to present

Batchelor, Rod *

1974 to 2015

Honorary to present

Brothers, George *

1972 to 2011

Deceased,

Brown, Ruth

2009 to 2015

Chambers, Derek *

2002 to present

Chambers, Hellen *

2008 to present

Claridge, Brian

2014 to present

Clinch, David *

1991 to present

Clinch, Frank *

1973 to 2003

Coates, Murray

2016 to present

Cogan, John *

1980 to 2010

Cooper, Robin *

2008 to present

Dale, Richard

2012 to 2013

Dargaville, Tania

2014 to present

Emmett, David

2016 to present

Emmett, Heather *

1999 to present

Fintor, Michael *

1992 to present

Fleetwood, Elizabeth

2004 to 2006

Geard, Ian *

1984 to present

Gall, John

2012 to 2013

Griggs, Nick

2011 to 2012

Deceased

Deceased

Deceased
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Jaeger, Gunter

2011 to 2012

Kerrison, Jenny *

2011 to present

Kerrison, Rex

2011 to present

Laing, Denis

2010 to 2012

Latukefu, Alopi

2014 to 2017

Lord, Suzie

2014 to present

Maddock, Rex *

1983 to present

Mainsbridge, Wally *

1979 to 2014

Mazey, Steve

2014 to 2016

McAllister, Rick

2003 to 2011

McMahon, Rod

2010 to 2015

Moore, Tony

2011 to present

Murfet, David

2002 to 2007

Oh, Howie *

1989 to present

Proctor, Terry *

1971 to 2004

Relf, Meredith

2014 to 2015

Savell, Denis *

1988 to 2011

Thorne, John *

1979 to present

Urosevic, Velja *

1980 to present

Webster, Chris *

1980 to present

Williams, Doug *

1961 to 2013

Wilson, Andy *

1976 to 2005

Wilson, Murray

1977 to 2006

Wilson, Rex *

1971 to 2014

Deceased

Deceased

Honorary to present
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Wood, Geoffrey
Yaxley, Murray

2001 to present
*

1966 to 2012

Deceased

Paul Harris Fellow *
(48 active members over the period)
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Fundraising
Lyndhurst
Derek and Hellen Chambers made their home available for several very
successful ‘Antiques Nights’. Centred around an auction and with a panel of
experts to value items the events attracted huge interest and raised much needed
funds for the club. Complemented by a bar service and with lots of tasty food
prepared by member’s partners the events also satisfied a most enjoyable social
function.
Lyndhurst was also opened to the public raising significant funds for PolioPlus
and used for a Rotary Hat Day function with Salamanca Club.
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Fines
Fine sessions at meeting have always generated small but regular income and
have added much humour to our meetings.

Barbeques
BBQs held mainly at K &D at Cambridge and Bunnings in Glenorchy yielded
much needed funds. BBQs were also held at Harvey Norman in the city and at
Anaconda at Cambridge
Ever ready stalwarts in the organisation and set up were Michael Fintor and
Robin Cooper.

Ian Barton, Chris Webster,
Robin Cooper at K & D

Gate keeping
Gate keeping duties for the Chinese New Year and Greek Festival events also
helped raise valuable funds.

Velja Urosevic and Liz Barisic at
Greek Festival

Money spinner
A ‘money spinner’ located at Hobart Airport and managed by Rod Batchelor for
many years provided regular funds for the club.
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Wine sales
An initiative from Velja Urosevic - always greatly appreciated.

Sunday Market (November 2015 to October 2016)
Initiated by Rex Maddock and managed by a market committee headed by
Derek Chambers, the market located in the Turnbull carpark started with much
enthusiasm.
Considerable efforts to publicise, purchase of furniture and equipment and
signage set the venture up for a promising start.
Throughout November, December and the summer months the market grew
supported by vendors, hot food and occasional live music entertainment and
became an established Sunday presence in North Hobart.
Unfortunately the winter months were plagued with wet weather and the market
became unviable. A number of members also felt the market was also
unreasonably demanding of member’s time.
A special meeting in October voted that the market be permanently closed.
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Service
A summary of service activity is provided below. Further details of each item
are available from the relevant Annual Report on the club website.

Of particular note is the support to the Ayui Foundation, Food plant Solutions,
Kumudini Hospital, NYSF, MUNA, RYPEN, Salvation Army and Caroline
House.

International Service 2004 - 2016
Fistula Hospital, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (2004/5, 15/16)
Interplast Australia (2004/5,13/14)
Shelter box (2005/6, 9/10, 10/11, 13/14, 14/15)
Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) – Timor Leste (2005/6)
Ban Mae Toen Village, Thailand (2006/7, 7/8)
Akha Hill Tribe, Northern Thailand (2006/7)
Ayui Foundation, Chang Ria, North West Thailand (2006/7, 10/11, 12/13, 13/14,14/15)
Jan Jawa High School project, Chang Mai, Thailand (2006/7)
Hymalayan Spiti dental program, Northern India (2006/7, 8/9)
Solomon Island Tsunami appeal

(2009/10)

Haiti appeal (2009/10)
Learn Grow project, later Food Plant Solutions (2009/10, 11/12, 12/13, 13/14, 14/15/16)
Acquabox (2010/11)
ROMAC (2010/11, 11/12, 12/13))
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Pakistan disaster appeal (2010/11)
NZ earthquake (2010/11)
Kumudini Hospital, Bangladesh (2011/12, 12/13, 13/14, 14/15, 15/16)
Medecins Sans Frontieres (2012/13)
Rotarian Action Group – Literacy later Global Literacy RAG (2012/13, 15/16)
Global Vaddo Charity, Goa, India (2013/14)
Sacred Heart College project, Timor Leste (2013/14, 2014/15)
Pacific and Nepal disasters (2014/15)
North Korea friendship (2015/16)
Bethlehem Community Centre, Nairobi, Kenya (2015/16)
Disaster Aid Australia (2015/16)
Fiji Disaster Appeal (2015/16)
Rotary Foundation (most years)

Youth / Vocational Service 2004 – 2016
Pride of Workmanship (2005/6, 7/8,
NYSF (2004/5, 5/6, 6/7, 8/9, 9/10, 10/11, 11/12, 12/13, 13/14, 14/15, 15/16)
Siemens Science Experience (2004/5, 7/8, 8/9)
RYLA (2004/5, 15/16)
MUNA (2004/5, 5/6, 6/7, 7/8, 8/9, 9/10, 10/11, 11/12, 12/13, 14/15, 15/16)
RYPEN (2004/5, 5/6, 10/11, 11/12, 12/13, 14/15, 15/16)
Evatt Debating Trophy, Melbourne (2006/7)
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RYDA (2007/8)
New Town High – basement project (2013/14)
Rotary Youth Exchange (2015/16)

Community Service 2004 -16
St Vincent de Paul (2004/5, 7/8, 10/11)
Salvation Army (2004/5, 5/6, 7/8, 8/9, 10/11, 14/15)
City Mission (2004/5, 7/8)
Guide Dogs for the Blind (2005/6)
M.S. Society (2005/6)
Tasmanian Ambulance (2005/6)
Better Hearing (2005/6, 8/9)
Hobart Legacy kitchen (2006/7, 7/8)
Australian Rotary Health Foundation

(2006/7)

Bethlehem House (2008/9, 13/14, 14/15)
Colony 47 (2008/9, 10/11, 15/16)
Holyoake (2008/9)
Botanical Gardens (2010/11)
Freedom Wheels (2010/11, 12/13)
Richmond Fellowship Tasmania (2011/12)
Bravehearts Tasmania (2011/12)
Caroline House (2011/12, 12/13, 13/14, 15/16)
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Chinese new year (2012/13, 14/15)
ABC of Fraud Prevention (2012/13)
Greek Festival (2012/13, 15/16)
Post Natal Depression Awareness (2013/14)
Youth Tools program (2013/14)
Sacred Heart school Timor Leste project (2013/14)
Second Bite (2013/14, 14/15, 15/16)
Bears of Hope (2015/16)
National Rotary Bowel Scan program (2015/16)
Hobart Women’s Shelter (2015/16)
Rural Alive and Well (2015/16)

Average spend – approximately $10,000 per year.
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Website and Facebook
Facebook
An initiative of Jenny Kerrison saw the establishment of a club Facebook page
in 2015. Maintained by Jenny this has proved an important means of publicising
club activities.

Website
The club maintained a website throughout this period and in 2016 Ian Barton
redeveloped the site to bring it into line with new design developments,
Its objectives were to better promote the club and to provide a mechanism to
maintain club documentation and make it easily accessible to all members.
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Bits and Pieces
Meetings
The club has met on a Tuesday at 6.15 pm at the Black Buffalo Hotel, Federal
Street, North Hobart, throughout 2004 – 2016.

Annual reports
Annual reports and committee reports are available from the club website and
provide a vital record of club activity.
The award for the most professional report goes to Ruth Brown and for the most
amusing to Michael Fintor

Bulletins
The bulletin is produced for each meeting. The role of bulletin editor can be a
demanding job and all editors are congratulated for their diligence. The award
for the most entertaining bulletin goes to Rod McMahon.
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Speakers
This role is a vital and demanding job. Speakers at our meetings provide a
useful insight into a variety of activities and provide the club with valuable
perspective. All programme directors are to be congratulated on the quality of
speakers they have attracted. Of late new member Brian Claridge has starred.

Fine sessions
These sessions conducted by the club Sergeant have always been a popular
feature of weekly meetings and rely on the current sergeant to ‘dig the dirt’.
The introduction of ‘honour’ fines and the increase in the fine amount to 50c
have added spice to the sessions.
All sergeants have done great jobs but it would inappropriate not to mention
Rex Maddock’s contribution here.

Socials
Much appreciated and enjoyable Christmas functions were held at the homes of
Chris Webster and David Clinch

Visits
Club visits were organised at the Hobart Town Hall, Parliament House, the
Menzies Centre, 2Metre Tall Brewery, Hobart Legacy and Magistrates Court.

Meetings with other clubs
Conjoined meetings have occurred with the Rotary clubs of Bellerive, Hobart
Central, Huon Valley, Salamanca, D'Entrecasteaux Channel and Claremont.

Spending Analysis 2001 t0 2011
Carried out by Ian Barton this provided both an overview of the distribution of
spending and the organisations supported.
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Over the 10 years surveyed a total of nearly $100,000 dollars was donated or
$10,000 per year, which has continued as goal in subsequent years.
Full details are lodged on a spread sheet in the ‘member’s area’ on our website.

Constitution and Bylaws
The club constitution and bylaws were updated in 2015 by Ian Barton with
District support bringing them into line with RI guidelines.

Equipment and Storage
As an outcome of the Sunday Market venture, the club is now in possession of a
large array of equipment of various kinds and is fortunate to have a large storage
room at Turnbull’s Funerals in Letitia Street.

Pride of Workmanship Awards
Awards were made to Jean Muller of the Balmoral Motor Inn.

Friends of Rotary
Procedures to admit supporters and contributors to the status of ‘Friends of
Rotary’ within the club were established.

Second Bite
Coordinated by Robin Cooper, a small group of rostered members collected bread
and confectionary from Daci & Daci and delivered to Second Bite for
redistribution for people in need.

District representatives
John Thorne

Food plant solutions

Hellen Chambers

PolioPlus

Tony Moore

RYPEN
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Caroline House
Caroline House is a charity in Carr Street North Hobart providing
accommodation for women and children experiencing domestic violence,
homelessness, drug and alcohol abuse and mental health issues.
The club has been keen to provide support in recent years. Commencing with
member working bees the club constructed a gazebo at the rear of the property.
Subsequent work to install veggie beds, the provision of furnishing and
equipment and financial donations followed.
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RAWCS Bangladesh project from 2012 to current
By Dr. Jenny Kerrison
In 2012, guided by PRID Dr. John Thorne, our Club established the project
"Medical & Family Support, Kumudini Hospital, Mirzapur, Dhaka,
Bangladesh" (project number: 17 2012 - 13) with the Rotary Australia World
Community Services (RAWCS). Ideas for this project came about following Dr.
Kerrison's visit to the hospital in 2010 when she was invited to advise on nurse
education at the Kumudini Hospital Nursing Institute.
The Kumudini hospital is a beautiful building set within an enclosed hospital
grounds. It was built in 1944 by the founder Rai Bahadur Ranada Prasad Shaha
(R P Shaha). The hospital was named after R P Shaha's mother who died in
childbirth. R P Shaha was a successful business and a philanthropist. His
mission was to provide health care to the poor, reduce gender inequality,
empower women and educate the masses. Today, the Kumudini Hospital has
750 beds and is managed by the the Kumudini Welfare Trust. It is one of the
largest private charity hospital in Bangladesh and continues to embrace the
founder's mission. The hospital is located in rural Mirzapur, district Tangail, and
provides subsidised services in acute medical, surgical and obstetric care to
local and communities afar.
The Kumudini Hospital at sunrise.

Between 2011 and 2014, Dr. Kerrison visited and volunteered at the Kumudini
Hospital each year. Two major foci for the visits were: improvement of nursing
patient care and better facilities for nurse students (majority were females) at the
hospital. On each trip, she took a small group of volunteers to the hospital.
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Some of the achievements of these visits were: establishment of the triage
system in and the physical set up of a 2-bed emergency department; increased
awareness and improved infection prevention; improved documentation for
postnatal care for mothers and babies; increased in and out-patient services in
family planning; and improved resources for nursing education (increased
number of text books, computers, and classrooms).
Another key feature of our Club's support for the project was that Dr. Kerrison
initiated and supported the Kumudini Hospital management in their application
for the Direct Aid Program (DAP) grant provided by the Australian High
Commissioner, Dhaka, Bangladesh. Between 2011 and 2015, we were
successful in obtaining three (3) DAP grant applications with a total value of
$90,000. The funding contributed to further small projects at the hospital for
example, funds were used to build a nursing clinical laboratory; renovate an
operating theatre; and build an out-patient clinic for family planning services.
In later years, the 'Beds for Bangladesh' project became a major focus for the
Club. This project was a sub-set of the Bangladesh RAWCS project. Containers
of decommissioned beds were shipped to the Kumudini Hospital in 2013, 2015
and 2016. In 2016, the Club sent two shipping containers. Examples of items
sent in the two containers in 2016 were: 147 decommissioned beds; bedside
lockers; overbed tables; medical items (e.g. crutches, 'moon' boots, medical
instruments); and nursing books. Estimated costs of items was over AUD5,000.
Total costs for two 40-foot containers and shipment were: AUD10,390. Overall,
the 'Beds for Bangladesh' project had shipped 250 beds. Other items shipped
included: a new full-size nursing care manikin; decommissioned drug trolley;
and wheelchairs.
Funding for this RAWCS project was from the St Canice Village Residents'
Committee, personal fund-raising efforts by Rotarians Rex and Jenny Kerrison,
Southern Region RAWCS; District Grant; and the Rotary Club of North Hobart.
The 'Beds for Bangladesh' project was funded with donations from our Club as
well as partner Clubs of Sorell, Claremont, and Bellerive. The Rotary Club of
Claremont deserves a special mention for their commitment towards the beds
project in 2015 and 2016. We were grateful for their financial contributions;
storage of the beds; and the physical hard-work by their Club members in
packing the shipping containers.
Through this RAWCS project, our Club has initiated change for the nurses with
greater respect for nurses and nursing education. The Kumudini Hospital
recently spent their own funds on renovations and extensions to the Nursing
Institute. This is an important measure of this RAWCS' project influence.
Undoubtedly, the success enjoyed by this RAWCS project would not have been
possible without the foresight and support from our Club members, PDG John
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Thorne; PP Derek Chambers; PP Hellen Chambers; PP Chris Webster; and
many others.
This project remains registered with RAWCS. There will be minimal donations
for the project. However, Dr. Kerrison will continue to visit with volunteers, if
it is safe to do so.
The Team consisted of
members from R.C. North
Hobart and Claremont, RC
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John G. Thorne – Supporting Rotary globally
In 1996 John was invited to be the “Lead Trainer” of the world’s Rotary
Foundation Coordinators at a major training session in Evanston, Chicago. This
necessitated several visits to Chicago. Also in 1996 John represented D. 9830 at
the International Council on Legislation in New Delhi. Since that time to the
present John has served on the “Cadre of Technical Advisors” for The Rotary
Foundation. This entails visits to those districts in those countries who have
applied for major grants (mostly over US $250,000) in order to firstly assist in
the final application, then later to support the audit of the program - not the
financial part - that is left to Rotarian accountants - but to the actual program to
see if the applied solutions were a sensible match to the problem and indeed
made life better for the recipients. John has assisted with literacy, computers in
schools and also the re-building of a school complex after a typhoon. He has
had a focus on India and the Philippines.
From the early 1990’s until the present time John and Shirley have been
invited to represent the current President of Rotary International and his wife or
partner at District Conferences. This exercise can be hard work. Shirley is
required to perform certain duties as well as John. Together they have visited,
on these duties, many Rotary Districts around Australia as well as: Japan,
Taiwan, China, Thailand, Swaziland, India, the USA and South Korea.
In 2001 John was elected to be the Director for the countries of Australia,
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, New Zealand, Fiji and several other South
Pacific countries - he served from 20012- 04. While on the Board John was
elected to the Executive Committee and also appointed Chair of the Finance
Committee. This work was also hard and constant. While on the Board John
was a driver of several initiatives and those included: recognition of Timor
Leste as a Rotary country, a forward-looking set of policies around Youth
Exchange, the purchase of a modern store in Evanston for Rotary, a sensible
increase in member dues at the 2004 Council on Legislation and telephone
committee meetings across the world.
In 2004/05 the Rotary Club of Devonport North needed to expand a program
they had initiated that attacked aspects of hunger and malnutrition. John was
appointed Foundation President of a new global “Rotarian Action Group”
named - Food Plant Solutions. The goal is to focus on indigenous foods of a
particular part of a country and with local leadership develop strategies that will
encourage local people to initiate home kitchen gardens growing a variety of
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vegetables that cover the necessary nutrition - especially for pregnant women,
nursing mothers and small children. It has indeed been a success as the group
have produced materials for over 30 countries and have a data-base of about
3000 members and global correspondents. John remained Chairman for 10
years and has now been named an Emeritus Director of the group. In 2014 John
with Ian Geard from the North Hobart club and Bruce French the originator of
the food plant data-base visited China and cemented relations and contact in that
country in order to better serve the large peripheral groups in that country who
are struggling with appropriate foods. A bonus has been inroads in to the
Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (I.e. North Korea).
In 2015 John was appointed/elected to be Chairman of the global “Literacy Rotarian Action group” which entails activities in many countries around basic
education and literacy. Currently he is on a small (global) committee that is
exploring the expenditure of about US $1,000,000 on improving access to
water, sanitation and hygiene services in schools while improving access to
better education - especially for girls. The initial (pilot) countries are: Belize,
Guatemala, Honduras, India and Kenya.
In 2012 Murray Yaxley, a member of the Rotary Club of North Hobart died.
Murray had been the Project Director of a program in Northern Thailand that
supports a hostel for hill tribe teenagers to enable them to attend a local high
school rather than migrate to the capital, Bangkok. John assumed the role of his
friend, Murray and as Project Director has supervised the movement of several
thousand dollars to the hostel administration as well as wider support and
encouragement.
Since serving on the Board of RI, John has served on the organising
committee for the Rotary International Convention in Birmingham and a review
of District Conferences and Rotary Zone Institutes. He continues to serve
Rotary globally while also enjoying his local community service strongly
supported by Shirley.
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RYPEN
RYPEN ( Rotary Youth Programme of Enrichment) is an Australian designed
project for young people aged 14 to 17. It holds weekend camps in leadership
for Grade 10 students in both Northern and Southern Tasmania.
RYPEN sets out to broaden horizons and lift aspirations in a supervised
residential weekend seminar. It’s aim is to communicate to young people a
series of ideas, problems and social experiences which will assist them in
forming their own values and moral standards and broaden their horizons
culturally, socially and academically.
Club member Tony Moore has been active in this programme for several years
and is currently southern District Chair and Programme Coordinator. Through
his enthusiasm and leadership RYPEN continues as a most worthwhile and
successful annual event.
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Presidents – Rotary Club of North Hobart – 1961 to 2016

1961-2

D. Brown

1983-4

D. Woods

2005-6

R. McAllister

1962-3

A. Corney

1984-5

G. Brothers

2006-7

H. Oh

1963-4

B. McLeod

1985-6

J. Thorne

2007-8

D. Chambers

1964-5

A. Webb

1986-7

J. Hughes

2008-9

G. Wood

1965-6

M. Stokes

1987-8

P. Hewitt

2009-10

C. Webster

1966-7

L Maher

1988-9

A. Canning

2010-11

H. Chambers

1967-8

D. Brown

1989-90

C. Webster

2011-12

R. Cooper

1968-9

W. Asten

1990-1

D. Donovan

2012-13

R. Brown

1969-70

D. Williams

1991-2

A. Wilson

2013-14

V. Urosevic

1970-1

W. Vincent

1992-3

M. Yaxley

2014-15

D. Chambers

1971-2

A. Salter

1993-4

T. Proctor

2015-16

T. Moore

1972-3

G. Lucas

1994-5

R. Wilson

2016-17

E. Barisic

1973-4

R. Williams

1995-6

B. Spinks

1974-5

J. Pettman

1996-7

D. Savell

1975-6

B. Auchincloss

1997-8

R. Batchelor

1976-7

C. Hey

1998-9

R. Maddock

1977-8

M. Wilson

1999-00

I. Barton

1978- 9

A. Benjamin

2000-1

G. Brothers

1979-80

F. Clinch

2001-2

J. Cogan

1980-1

S. Barnett

2002-3

D. Clinch

1981-2

F. Shepherd

2003-4

H. Emmett

1982-3

M. McKenzie

2004-5

M. Fintor
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